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Lawrence Academy of Music Bel Canto Girl 
Choir Places Second in National Competition 
Posted on: September 17th, 2012 by Rick Peterson 
The Lawrence Academy of Music‘s 56-member Bel Canto Girl 
Choir, the high school component of the Academy’s 330-member 
Girl Choir, earned second-place honors in the 2012 national 
American Prize in Choral Performance competition. 
 
Lawrence Academy of Music Bel Canto choir 
Conducted by the Connecticut-based Hat City Music Theater, Inc., 
the American Prize supports national competitions for the best-
recorded performances of music by ensembles and individuals 
each year in the United States at the professional, 
college/university, church, community and secondary school 
levels. 
Karen Bruno, director of the Academy of Music and the Girl Choir 
program, submitted more than 30 minutes of music culled from a 
variety of the choir’s recent performances for the national 
competition. 
“We are thrilled to have earned this recognition, particularly as it is 
named the ‘American Prize,’” said Bruno. “The Academy Girl 
Choir program is proud to represent the Fox Cities and Wisconsin 
with this award. Our singers hail from a wide geographic area, 
attend public, parochial and home schools, and have families 
representing a wide range of income levels. Our scholarship 
program ensures that access to the Academy Girl Choir program is 
available to any girl who wishes to participate.  We are truly a 
cross-section of our community; we are the Fox Valley’s girl choir 
program. On behalf of our singers, sincere thanks to the parents, 
teachers, and community members who have supported us for 
more than 20 years.” 
The Girl Choir program provides quality choral opportunities for 
more than 300 girls throughout the Fox Valley region. Through the 
study and performance of the highest quality music, girls develop 
vocal technique, musical skills, creativity, expressive artistry, and 
an awareness of various cultures.  The Girl Choir program strives 
to create an atmosphere that encourages girls to respect the 
uniqueness of others, to take risks that foster individual growth and 
to continue their development into self-assured young women.	  
